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71.	Lord Burnham:   How far does your answer
apply to the normal life of villages ?—There it is
quite another thing altogether.    I doubt very much
whether the social system of the village has been
touched.    In the bigger cities I think possibly some
advance has been made.
The Chairman : Thank you very much. That is very similar to some other evidence I had heard. I thought there was a considerable distinction between the great cities and the country districts.
 72.	Dr. Ambedkar:   You were talking about ad
mission of the children of the Depressed Classes to
the schools, and recently an attempt was made by
members of the Depressed Classes in a particular
village to have their children seated in the school,
and I think an entire social boycott was proclaimed
against them by the villagers, so that the District
Deputy Collector had to intervene, and finally the
settlement was that there should be a verandah out
side, and that the children of the Depressed Classes
should sit there.    That was only last week.—That is
certainly quite possible.
 73.	Sir ffari Singh Gour:   A good deal of your
time has been taken up by these communal ques
tions,   Hindu   and   Muhammadan   questions,   and
Brahmin and non-Brahmin questions.    Do not you
think that the  remedy  for  all these  questions  is
increased education ?—Exactly so.
 74.	If you will kindly turn to Part I, paragraph 28,.
at page 25, so far as your Government is concerned
I note the following satisfactory progress :    " The
" sudden increase of  17 per cent,  during the last
" year is due to the fact that several schemes for
" the expansion of primary education and for the
" introduction of compulsory education have been
" introduced over large areas during this period."
Do you think that a great impetus has been given
to   education   in   consequence   of   the   Chelmsford
Reforms ?—I  would  not say it was due to that,
because I think the awakening was coming before
the Report.    Amongst the Mahrattas, certainly, it
was coming, and even amongst the Depressed Classes.

 75.	Do you think it has been stimulated by the
advent of the Report ?—Well, it may have been.
It is difficult to say that.
 76.	It led the people to hope that they were going
to be participators in the administration of their
country, and that they must better qualify them
selves for that responsibility ?—It aroused in them
hopes of getting more jobs in government service.

 77.	Khan Bahadur S.  N. Bhutto :    I  think you
were making some derogatory remarks about, the
Indian  local  authorities?—There  are  one  or  two
which are functioning very well indeed.    On the
whole I should say there has been a fall in efficiency
during the last seven or eight years.
 78.	During Indian control ?—Yes.
 79.	Can you give us an instance so far as the
municipalities in Sind are concerned ?—Well, I have
never worked in Sind.
 80.	You excluded Sind in your answer to a ques
tion put to you, and therefore, when you exclude
Sind, I should like to know whether in Sind, by
reason of this communal representation, you think
there has been any change in the policy of the local
authorities ?—There has certainly been a. change in
the direction of employing Muhammadans, I +*>™tt
in place of Amils.	'

 81.	In districts where there are Moslems ?—Yes.
 82.	I am asking about municipalities ?—No, I do
not think so in municipalities.
 83.	You say that even arrears are due to communal
representation.   Do not you know that it is provided
m the Act that anyone who is in arrears can be dis
qualified for not paying the taxes within a certain
hunt of time ?—-There is that provision, but it is
not enforced, especially in the case of Members of
toe Councils themselves.	'"
84.	Then by this communal representation there
has been no change in the policy of the local  uthori-
 ties ; so why should efficiency suffer because various communities are represented ? There is no reason at all that there should be any change in policy ; the same party remains in power ; is it not the case, that before this communal representation, that particular party or community which was in power was guilty of maladministration .or inefficiency, and it is only by securing this little representation of minorities that the previously existing inefficiency has come to light ? As the Press has been monopolised and owned by that party, which was in power, the maladministration did not come to light ; it has only come to light after this representation has been granted to minor communities ?—Am I to understand that your meaning is that these boards were always inefficient, and it is only the representation of minorities which has brought the inefficiency out ?
 85.	Well, is not that so ?—Is that what you mean ?
 86.	Because there was otherwise no way to find
out the maladministration :  they had the monopoly
of the Press ?—Well, I would just call one fact to
your attention, Khan Bahadur.    In 1916 the arrears
of tax uncbllected amounted to 3 lakhs ;   in 1926-26
I think it was 16 lakhs.

 89.	Khan Bahadur S. N. Bhutto :  But the adminis
tration has remained in the same community ;   there
has been no change ?—The only other reason,  bar
communalism, as far as I can see, is the general fall
in the efficiency of the administration of the district.
 90.	But communal representation has nothing to
do with it, because by a representation of only one
or two they cannot cause all these arrears ?—-That
may not be so, but it does increase communal tension.
 91.	Give  me  an instance ?—I   think  it  is  very
difficult to give instances,  but surely the  present
state of India is a pretty staring exariiple that there
is communal tension all over- the place.
 92.	But this is not necessarily due to communal
representation ?—My view is that communal repre
sentation does tend to intensify it.         ,
The Chairman: We have always to remember that a witness is only a witness, and that we cannot ask questions until we have changed his opinion. Now, as I understand the witness's view, it is this. He said yesterday that when he spoke of communal representation, when he spoke of a fall or deterioration in municipal administration, what he had rather in mind was communalism, which is not the same thing as communal representation. It means, I suppose, the strong- rivalry in public life of different communities, and the strong tendency of a particular community, as it were, to play for its own hand, to support its own friends. That is what one means, I suppose, by communalism, and therefore, what the witness said was that that was, unfortunately, a cause of inefficiency in administration.
The other thing I understood the witness to say was, in bis opinion, for what it is worth—it is not necessarily other people's view—" I still think that " communal representation in the local bodies rather " aggravates the position." (To the Witness) : I do not know whether I put your view correctly ?— Yes.
 93.	Khan Bahadur S. N. Bhutto :   Do you know
that school local boards cannot spend a rupee with
out the previous sanction of the  Government ?—
That is so.
 94.	Is not it the case that district local boards
cannot appoint any of their higher officials unless
the appointment is approved by Government ?—In
the case of district local boards you are right,
 95.	And the administrators of the school boards ?
—Yes.
 96.	Therefore it is only when the appointment is
approved by Government that we can appoint them ?
 97.	If they are found inefficient, it means that
Government is equally responsible for that, because

